CHAPTER VIII

DRAKE  CLIPS  THE   WINGS  OF  SPAIN

FOR three years after Drake had been dubbed
Sir Francis by the Queen he was the hero of
every class of Englishmen but two: the extreme
Roman Catholics, who wanted Mary Queen of
Scots, and the merchants who were doing business
with Portugal and Spain. The Marian opposition
to the general policy of England persisted for a few
years longer. But the merchants who were the
inheritors of centuries of commercial intercourse
with England's new enemies were soon to receive
a shock that completely changed their minds.
They were themselves one of the strongest fac-
tors that made for war in the knotty prob-
lem now to be solved at the cannon's mouth
because English trade was seeking new outlets
in every direction and was beating hard against
every door that foreigners shut in its face.
These merchants would not, however, support
the war party till they were forced to, as they
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